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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-9, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Gallant 
(US 2002/0107927). 

3. With respect to Claims 1 and 21 : Gallant discloses the use of a travel plan emergency 
alerting system and method (see abstract) comprising: 

a. a central computing system (Paragraph 0024) adapted to receive, from a user, user 
information (abstract and reference numeral 30 with corresponding detailed description) 
and trip/alert information (Reference numeral 75 with corresponding detailed 
description), the trip/alert information comprising at least an expected time of return from 
a trip (see abstract and reference numeral 1 10 with corresponding detailed description) 
and contact information for an emergency contact person (reference numerals 65, 70 and 
75 and Figure 2, with corresponding detailed description and Paragraph 0028); 

b. a telephone interface (Paragraph 0013) through which said central computing 
system is adapted to receive alert deactivation information from the user when the user 
returns from the trip (abstract, Figure 3 with corresponding detailed description and 
paragraph 0013); 
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c. an alert processing routine executing on said central computing system, said alert 
processing routine adapted to determine, based at least in part upon whether alert 
deactivation information has been received, whether the user has returned from the trip, 
and, based at least in part upon the trip/alert information, whether the expected time of 
return has passed (see abstract, Figure 2 and reference numeral 227 with corresponding 
detailed description); and 

d. said alert processing routine generating and transmitting to the emergency contact 
person an alert message if the expected time of return has passed and if the user has not 
returned from the trip (Figure 3 and reference numeral 230 with corresponding detailed 
description). 

4. With respect to Claims 2 and 3: Gallant discloses the central computing system is in 
communication with a computer network, and wherein said central computing system is adapted 
to receive the trip/alert information via the computer network such as the Internet (Abstract, 
Figure 1 and Paragraph 0024). 

5. With respect to Claim 4: Gallant discloses the central computing system is adapted to 
receive the trip/alert information via said telephone interface (Paragraph 0034). 

6. With respect to Claim 5 and 7: Gallant discloses the use of a telephony server which can 
be used if Network is down for entering in tip information (Paragraph 0034). 

7. With respect to Claim 6: Gallant discloses the use of the system being capable of 
receiving modifications to trip information (Paragraph 0029). 

8. With respect to Claim 8: Gallant discloses the alert is by e-mail or phone (Paragraph 
0026). 
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9. With respect to Claim 9: Gallant discloses the information is trip information (See Figure 
2 with corresponding detailed description). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . Claims 10-20 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gallant (US 2002/0107927) in view of Scalisi et al. (US 2007/0232351). 

12. With respect to Claim 10: Gallant discloses the use of alerting a contact of the user when 
a user does not return from a trip on time, however fails to disclose the trip/alert information is a 
recorded message in the user's own voice. Scalisi discloses the use of a system that 
communicates with a person in times of an emergency using a recorded message of the user's 
own voice (see abstract, and paragraph 0014 and 0077). It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Gallant to include 
the capability of the alert message being the recorded message in the user's own Voice, as 
disclosed by Scalisi, in order to deliver a personal message or initiate a communication with a 
desired person in times of emergencies. (See Scalisi abstract and page 2) 

13. With respect to Claims 1 1 and 22: Gallant discloses the use of a travel plan emergency 
alerting system and method (see abstract) comprising: 
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e. a central computing system (Paragraph 0024) adapted to receive, from a user, user 
information (abstract and reference numeral 30 with corresponding detailed description) 
and trip/alert information (Reference numeral 75 with corresponding detailed 
description), the trip/alert information comprising at least an expected time of return from 
a trip (see abstract and reference numeral 1 10 with corresponding detailed description) 
and contact information for an emergency contact person (reference numerals 65, 70 and 
75 and Figure 2, with corresponding detailed description and Paragraph 0028); 
f an alert processing routine executing on said central computing system, said alert 
processing routine adapted to determine, based at least in part upon whether alert 
deactivation information has been received, whether the user has returned from the trip, 
and, based at least in part upon the trip/alert information, whether the expected time of 
return has passed (see abstract, Figure 2 and reference numeral 227 with corresponding 
detailed description); and 

g. said alert processing routine generating and transmitting to the emergency contact 
person an alert message if the expected time of return has passed and if the user has not 
returned from the trip (Figure 3 and reference numeral 230 with corresponding detailed 
description). 

14. Gallant discloses the use of alerting a contact of the user when a user does not return 
from a trip on time, however fails to disclose the trip/alert information is a recorded message in 
the user's own voice. Scalisi discloses the use of a system that communicates with a person in 
times of an emergency using a recorded message of the user's own voice (see abstract, and 
paragraph 0014 and 0077). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
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the time the invention was made to modify Gallant to include the capability of the alert message 
being the recorded message in the user's own Voice, as disclosed by Scalisi, in order to deliver a 
personal message or initiate a communication with a desired person in times of emergencies. 
(See Scalisi abstract and page 2) 

15. With respect to Claims 12 and 13: Gallant discloses the central computing system is in 
communication with a computer network, and wherein said central computing system is adapted 
to receive the trip/alert information via the computer network such as the Internet (Abstract, 
Figure 1 and Paragraph 0024). 

16. With respect to Claim 14: Gallant discloses the central computing system is adapted to 
receive the trip/alert information via said telephone interface (Paragraph 0034). 

17. With respect to Claim 15 and 17: Gallant discloses the use of a telephony server which 
can be used if Network is down for entering in tip information (Paragraph 0034). 

18. With respect to Claim 16: Gallant discloses the use of the system being capable of 
receiving modifications to trip information (Paragraph 0029). 

19. With respect to Claim 18: Gallant discloses the alert is by e-mail or phone (Paragraph 
0026). 

20. With respect to Claim 19: Gallant discloses the information is trip information (See 
Figure 2 with corresponding detailed description). 

21 . With respect to Claim 20: Gallant discloses the use of a telephone interface (Paragraph 
0013) through which said central computing system is adapted to receive alert deactivation 
information from the user when the user returns from the trip (abstract, Figure 3 with 
corresponding detailed description and paragraph 0013). 



Application/Control Number: 10/817,086 
Art Unit: 3629 



Page 7 



Conclusion 

22. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Hunter et al. (US 2007/0275690) discloses the use of an emergency contact 
notification system, Sumiya et al. (US 2003/0128123) discloses the use of emergency reporting, 
Wong (US 2004/0152441) discloses the use of a personal safety system, Menard et al. (US 
2002/01 18796) discloses the use of an emergency response information distribution system, 
Johnson (7,047,203) discloses the use of personal security tracking, Kane (7,026,928) discloses 
the use of a portable personal security device, and Goff (Article: Hazardous to Your Health) 
discloses the use of keeping emergency contact numbers while travelling. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAMISUE A. PLUCINSKJ whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6811. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th (5:30- 4:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571) 272-6812. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Jamisue A. Plucinski/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3629 



